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RICHARD TRULY WILL PRESENT


1996 NATIONAL SPACE TROPHY





	Vice Admiral Richard Truly, US Navy (Ret.), himself a former recipient (1989) of the Rotary National Award for Space Achievement (RNASA), has agreed to present this year’s National Space Trophy to Robert L. Crippen at the banquet event on February 15, 1996 at the Houston Hyatt Regency.





	Truly retired from NASA’s top job as Administrator in 1992, and is currently Vice President of the Georgia Institute of Technology.  J. Wayne Littles, who nominated Crippen for his pivotal role returning the Space Shuttle to flight after the Challenger disaster and as Kennedy Space Center Director (1992-1995), had planned to present the award.  Littles was recently named as Director of Marshall Spaceflight Center, and regretfully, his new duties (which require a move from DC to Alabama) interfered with his plans to attend the awards ceremonies.  The RNASA Foundation is honored to have Mr. Truly agree to present the award instead.





	All other aspects of the black-tie event, which is open to the public, remain unchanged.  The featured speaker will be Congressman Robert Walker (R-PA), Chairman of the House Science Committee.  In addition to Mr. Crippen receiving the National Space Trophy, Asst. Deputy Under Secretary of Defense (Space), Jules G. McNeff and Rockwell Intl. Director of Product Assurance Engineering, Dwight L. Woolhouse will be recognized with Stellar Awards for their outstanding contributions to our Nation’s Space Program.  Master of Ceremonies will be Jim Hartz, Host and Chief Correspondent for the award-winning PBS science and technology series, Innovation.  RNASA Foundation Board member and President of GB Tech, Charles Jacobson will present the Stellar Awards.  Veteran space reporter Stephen Gauvain of KTRK-TV (ABC) will present a special video, “Above and Beyond: 20 Great Missions,” copies to be provided to all attendees.  Contact RNASA Chairman, Charles Hartman, at 713-480-6167 for ticket information, and the Hyatt Regency at 713-654-1234 for hotel reservations.





- - -





News Media Note: Please contact Marianne Dyson at 713-486-4747 if you wish to schedule an interview with the award winners or speakers either prior to the reception (which begins at 6:30 p.m.), or after the program (which ends at about 10:00 p.m.).  You are invited to attend the program portion of the event from 9:00 to 10:00 p.m. free of charge, or you may purchase a ticket for the banquet ($200).  Press kits will be available at a table designated for media.  
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