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RNASA donating $28,815 to NASA Aerospace Scholars

BAY AREA HOUSTON, Texas (August 22, 2013)  On August 15, 2013, the Rotary National Award for Space Achievement (RNASA) Foundation donated $28,815 to the NASA Texas Aerospace Scholars Program which supports high school and college students to study science, technology and engineering during their annual RNASA Appreciation Dinner held at Cullen's Upscale Grille.  

Rotary National Award for Space Achievement Foundation President Rodolfo González said, “The RNASA Foundation is so grateful to our very generous corporate sponsors who accomplish so much in our nation’s space programs.  It is very fitting that the proceeds yielded from the 2013 Space Gala be invested in our future engineers and leaders.”
The RNASA Foundation hosts a gala awards celebration each year to honor individuals and teams for their accomplishments in aerospace.  The RNASA Foundation presented its top award, the National Space Trophy, to former Senator Kay Bailey Hutchison on April 26, 2013, at the Houston Hyatt Regency. 

González told the RNASA Foundation directors and guests that the $28,815 donation made to the NASA Texas Aerospace Scholars program consists of a $10,000 donation in Senator Hutchison’s name, a $12,000 donation directly from the RNASA Foundation, and a $6,815 donation that was provided earlier for the sake of polo shirts for the participants of the 2013 summer program.  NASA Aerospace Scholars is implemented through a cooperative agreement between Texas A&M University/Oklahoma State University and The Johnson Space Center.

González made the presentation to Stacey Welch, Education Specialist from Texas A&M, who gratefully accepted the donation on behalf of the NASA Texas Aerospace Scholars Program.
Welch shared the impact of the program by quoting a student, saying, “By participating with the High School Aerospace Scholars Program (HAS) my knowledge and interests have been expanded.  The impact that the High School Aerospace Scholars Program has left me with will be long lasting and forever in the favor of my academic career.  This program has really helped me decide what I want my career to be in, and it fueled my interest towards engineering.  It taught me how to communicate effectively and productively within the team.  I know my future will be impacted because of the people here.”
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The Texas Aerospace Scholars consists of Texas middle-school, high school programs and community college and internships; Women in STEM High School Aerospace Scholars (WISH), a nationwide program; and The National Community College Aerospace Scholars.

A highlight of the evening was the attendance of Dr. Christopher C. Kraft, Jr., a previous National Space Trophy winner.  During the Apollo program Dr. Kraft became the Director of Flight Operations responsible for the overall manned space flight planning, training, and execution.  His leadership in this arena continued through Apollo 12 in 1969, at which time he became Deputy Director of what is now the Johnson Space Center.  

Dr. Kraft served as the Center Director from January of 1972 until his retirement in 1982, playing a vital role in the success of the final Apollo missions:  the first manned space station, Skylab, the first international space docking during the 1975 Apollo-Soyuz Test Project, and the first Space Shuttle flights.

The RNASA Foundation’s 28th annual gala will be held at the Houston Hyatt Regency on April 11, 2014.  For information on sponsorship opportunities and photos from previous events, please visit www.rnasa.org.
 

About RNASA: The Rotary National Award for Space Achievement (RNASA) Foundation was founded by the Space Center Rotary Club of Houston, Texas in 1985 to organize and coordinate an annual event to recognize outstanding achievements in space and create greater public awareness of the benefits of space exploration.  The RNASA Foundation has presented the National Space Trophy to outstanding Americans who have made major contributions to our nation's space program since 1987.  This year marked the RNASA Foundation’s 27th anniversary.
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