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    April 29, 2013
Media Contact:                            Marianne Dyson, 281-486-4747, dyson@rnasa.org
RNASA Foundation Honors Senator Hutchison
The Rotary National Awards for Space Achievement (RNASA) Foundation presented the National Space Trophy (NST), to former Senator Kay Bailey Hutchison; a Space Communicator Award to NASA Jet Propulsion Lab’s (JPL) News and Social Media Manager, Veronica McGregor; and Stellar Awards to 23 individuals and seven teams at the gala on Friday, April 26, at the Houston Hyatt Regency.
After a reception featuring pianist Victoria Reva-Dorsch, the colors were presented by an all-female color guard from Clear Springs High School Army JROTC. The cadets were: Eryn Behne, Amber Carter, Karina Rubio, and Deanna McFeron. The national anthem singer was Avery Pate Weigand. 
Houston Mayor Annise Parker welcomed the 800 guests to the event. She noted that “many who live and work in Houston contribute to our ongoing dream of space.” She said that “no one could have advocated better for the Houston region” than Senator Hutchison, and she thanked her for serving “with honor, distinction, courage, and tenacity.”
RNASA Chairman Rodolfo González recognized previous Trophy winners Lt. Gen. Tom Stafford, Tommy Holloway, Dr. Glynn Lunney, Col. Eileen Collins, Gene Kranz, Capt. Eugene Cernan, Dr. Mike Griffin, the Board of Advisors (see list to left) and other attendees including: NASA Administrator Charlie Bolden, Congressman Pete Olson, and Rotary District 5890 Governor and Governor Elect, Chris Schneider and Bob Gebhard. Dr. David Fannin, pastor of Nassau Bay Baptist Church, blessed the meal.

The program kicked off with a year-in-review film by Space City Films that Emcee Elliot Pulham, CEO of the Space Foundation, noted reminded us “of all the many wonderful, marvelous things that people in this industry are doing.” Some highlights included the first SpaceX cargo launches to the space station, the delivery of the space shuttles to museums, and Curiosity’s landing on Mars.
RNASA Advisor and PBS NewsHour Science Correspondent Miles O’Brien presented the Space Communicator Award to Veronica McGregor. Calling her “fearless,” he told of how she became a legend at CNN by continuing coverage of the LA riots despite an attack by thugs. She later joined the staff at JPL. Her decision to tweet the landing of Phoenix on Mars in first person in 2008 “started NASA down a whole new path of communicating with the public directly.” She is now the “voice” of the Curiosity rover.
McGregor told how seeing Saturn through a telescope during a camping trip made her “jump back and gasp.” She said that giving others a moment that makes them gasp, “has been my driving force ever since.” Her most popular “Curiosity” tweet was one telling people to go out and see Mars next to the crescent Moon. When a man tweeted back, “I see it! I see it!” she knew she’d done for him what the astronomer had done for her. She said social media allows NASA to connect with many more people that way.
NASA Astronauts Capt. Michael J. Foreman, USN (Ret.), and Nicole P. Stott then announced the Stellar Award winners (see http://www.rnasa.org/stellar/stellarwinners2013.html) and presented them with trophies donated by ATK. 
Space Station Expedition 35 crewmembers Tom Marshburn and Chris Cassidy bestowed Hutchison with the title of Honorary Rocket Scientist via downlink from space. “Through your many years of service on science committees and numerous visits to NASA facilities, you’ve mastered the jargon and solved legislative equations that baffle even the best of us: making you more than qualified.”
Capt. Eugene Cernan, USN (Ret.) presented the National Space Trophy to Hutchison. Calling the space program “what the future is all about,” he praised Hutchison for her dedication to “education, science, and technology,” and for being “bold and visionary” in her promotion of the space program.
Hutchison said that during her work on the NASA budget, “we wanted to assure that we wouldn’t give up the future for the present. We wanted to assure full funding for NASA and … be ready to go beyond low Earth orbit.” She stressed that, “America was built on bigness and boldness and greatness. … We are going to achieve things we haven’t even thought of today because we will never take second place.”
Lt. Gen. Thomas Stafford, USAF (Ret.) presented Hutchison with a ladies OMEGA Seamaster watch donated by the company, with diamonds and mother-of pearl. Though it is water resistant to 100 feet, Stafford advised against using it for diving because “with all the sparklies on it, it does attract barracudas.” She joked that she’d been facing those in Washington for 19 years! She added that it was great to be retired because instead of being an unpopular member of Congress, she is now just a lawyer.
Eagle Applied Sciences donated the portrait of Hutchison by Pat Rawlings which was on display at the gala and used as the cover of the souvenir program. The painting will become part of the National Space Trophy display at Space Center Houston until after next year’s event.
RNASA Chairman Rodolfo González concluded the evening by thanking the Foundation’s 32 corporate sponsors whose support and achievements made the event possible: the Aerospace Corp., ARES Corp., ATK, Ball Aerospace & Tech. Corp., Barrios Technology, Bastion Technologies, the Boeing Co., Booz Allen Hamilton, Cimarron, DB Consulting, Eagle Applied Sciences, ERC, Fisher Space Pen Co., GeoControl Systems, Honeywell Aerospace, Jacobs, Keystone Engineering Co., L-3 STRATIS, Lockheed Martin, ManTech Intl., MEI Technologies, Oceaneering Intl., OMEGA Watches, Orbital Sciences Corp., Pratt & Whitney Rocketdyne, SAIC, SpaceX, SGT, United Space Alliance, UH-CL, UTC Aerospace Systems, and Wyle. Any proceeds remaining after the event will be donated to an organization involved in aerospace education.
About RNASA: The Rotary National Award for Space Achievement (RNASA) Foundation was founded by the Space Center Rotary Club of Houston, Texas in 1985 to organize and coordinate an annual event to recognize outstanding achievements in space and create greater public awareness of the benefits of space exploration. The National Space Trophy and other awards are presented at a gala on the last Friday in April. See http://www.rnasa.org for more.
P.O Box 58009, Houston, Texas 77258-8009

1
2
P.O Box 58009, Houston, Texas 77258-8009


[image: image1.wmf][image: image2.wmf]_1294150822.doc
�




_1294150823.doc
�




