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MEDIA CONTACT:  Marianne Dyson (713) 486-4747
ROBERT CRIPPEN SELECTED TO RECEIVE

1996 NATIONAL SPACE TROPHY


The Rotary National Award for Space Achievement (RNASA) Foundation has announced the selection of former astronaut and Director of Kennedy Space Center (KSC), Robert L. Crippen, to receive the National Space Trophy.  He will receive this prestigious award at a gala banquet in his honor on February 15, 1996 at the Houston Hyatt Regency.


J. Wayne Littles, NASA’s Associate Administrator for Space Flight, cited Crippen for, “his distinguished service in advancing the U.S. space program, his pivotal role in the Space Shuttle return-to-flight effort, and his leadership of both the Space Shuttle program and the Kennedy Space Center.  Without hesitation, it can be said that Mr. Crippen epitomizes the qualities expected of a leader in the field of space exploration.”


A native of Beaumont, Texas, Robert L. Crippen (Captain, USN, retired) received his degree in Aerospace Engineering from the University of Texas in 1960.  He was commissioned through the Navy’s Aviation Officer Program at Pensacola, Florida and became an astronaut in 1969.  He worked as astronaut support for Skylab and Apollo-Soyuz, and earned the honor of being the pilot of the first Space Shuttle flight (in April 1981).  He commanded STS-7 in 1983, the first flight with a 5-

person crew, including the first American woman, Sally Ride.  He also commanded STS 41-C in 1984, the dynamic retrieval and repair of the Solar Maximum Satellite and deployment of the Long Duration Exposure Facility.  (Dick Scobee, killed in the Challenger disaster, was Crippen’s pilot on STS 41-C.)  Crippen’s last Shuttle flight, STS-41-G (October 6-13,1984), was the 13th of the Shuttle program and included an Earth radiation study satellite deployment and the first Extra Vehicular Activity by an American woman, Kathy Sullivan.  


Crippen was stationed at Kennedy Space Center (KSC) from July 1987 to December 1989 where he served as Deputy Director of Shuttle Operations for NASA, overseeing the successful return-to-flight activities after the Challenger disaster.  In January 1990, he was promoted to Space Shuttle Director at NASA Headquarters in Washington, D.C.  He was responsible for overall Shuttle program requirements, performance, budget, and schedule.  In January 1992, he became the Director of the Kennedy Space Center.  While Director, he provided leadership for over 13,000 civil service and contractor personnel for both manned and unmanned spaceflights.  During his 3 years as Director, his teams successfully launched 22 Space Shuttle missions and 42 expendable rocket flights.  Without sacrificing safety, he cut costs by over 25% through new quality management techniques and reduced Shuttle and payload processing times to save the government over $130 million.


Robert Crippen is currently Vice President of Automation Systems for Lockheed Martin Information Systems Company in Orlando, Florida.  


In nominating him, Littles said, “Mr. Crippen has demonstrated the rare ability to construct a vision of the future and translate it into action today.  Moreover, his broad experience, technical expertise, management skills, and dedication to a strong U.S. space program have worked to make his contribution to space exploration a profound and lasting one.”
Featured speaker at the awards banquet will be United States House Of Representatives Science Committee Chairman Robert Walker.  MC will be Jim Hartz, former host of the Today Show.  J. Wayne Littles will present the trophy to Mr. Crippen.


Crippen is the 10th individual to receive the National Space Trophy.  His portrait will be painted by a recognized space artist and hung next to the National Space Trophy which is on permanent display at Space Center Houston.  He will receive a stylized miniature of trophy hand-crafted by the world-famous Steuben Glass Company of New York.


The Award is given annually to a U.S. citizen for their preeminent contributions to space exploration.  Nominations for the award are submitted each year by leaders of aerospace corporations, government agencies, professional organizations, and the media.  A ballot of finalists is voted on by the RNASA Foundation's National Board of Advisors with the confidential votes tabulated by an independent accounting firm.


The Rotary National Award for Space Achievement Foundation is a non-profit, tax-exempt organization founded by the Space Center Rotary Club of Houston.  For information on the Foundation or to inquire about tickets to attend the banquet, please contact RNASA Chairman, Mr. Charles Hartman, at 713-480-6167.

Calendar Input


The public is invited to attend the Rotary National Award for Space Achievement (RNASA) Foundation's Tenth Annual Awards Banquet on February 15, 1996 at the Houston Hyatt Regency.  Former astronaut and Kennedy Space Center Director, Robert Crippen, will receive the prestigious National Space Trophy at this black tie event.  Featured speaker will be House Science Committee Chairman Robert Walker; MC will be Jim Hartz, former host of the Today Show, and J. Wayne Littles, NASA Associate Administrator for Space Flight, will present the award.  Contact RNASA Chairman, Charles Hartman, at 713-480-6167 for ticket information, and the Hyatt Regency at 713-654-1234 for hotel reservations.
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