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Media Contact: Lindsey Cousins, 281-480-2486, lindsey@rnasa.org
Veronica McGregor to receive Space Communicator Award
The Rotary National Award for Space Achievement (RNASA) Foundation has selected Veronica McGregor, to receive the 2013 Space Communicator Award. The citation reads, “For more than twenty years as a manager at NASA/JPL and a producer at CNN, Veronica McGregor has been in the vanguard of sharing the story of space exploration with a worldwide audience.”

McGregor is the Manager of News and Social Media at NASA’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory in Pasadena, California. As such, she leads all major media campaigns for missions including the Mars Exploration Rover landings, Deep Impact mission to a comet, Cassini mission at Saturn, Mars Curiosity Rover landing, and many others. 
RNASA Advisor Miles O’Brien said, “It is not an understatement to say she has led NASA into the age of social media. She is not a household name, but she has made the names “Phoenix” and “Curiosity” familiar to millions of people. By finding novel ways to share the passion, excitement and personalities behind these bold missions, she is bringing many more fans into our space tent.”

“I'm humbled to receive this honor from RNASA and join the group of previous recipients who have done so much to communicate the excitement of space exploration to the public," McGregor told RNASA.
Using social media platforms such as Twitter, Facebook, You Tube and Ustream.tv, McGregor has been responsible for delivering NASA content to wider audiences than ever before. In 2008, she created @MarsPhoenix on Twitter which became the 5th most followed account during that summer. In 2009, she created NASA’s first “tweetup” at JPL which has been replicated into 50 similar events now dubbed “NASA Socials.” The events are held across the country to bring the public “behind the scenes” to witness a NASA mission or launch. Again in 2009, McGregor created NASA’s first Ustream.tv channel that enables viewers to ask questions directly to mission scientists and engineers during live streaming events. In 2010, she implemented “Curiosity Cam,” a live streaming webcam that broadcast the construction of the Mars rover inside the JPL Spacecraft Assembly Facility. The live stream brought in 4.5 million views between October 2010 and June 2011. 
Curiosity Cam continued to broadcast all events related to the mission, including launch, landing, and press conferences. Over three million unique viewers watched Curiosity landing commentary live on Ustream in August 2012. “The elation of landing wasn’t confined to our mission control,” McGregor said. “By streaming live to social media platforms, people worldwide were watching the landing online, chatting about it with each other, and sharing their excitement with friends and followers.” 
From 1986 to 2001, McGregor worked for CNN covering major stories such as the Pathfinder mission landing on Mars and the Mars Polar Lander. Other high profile stories included the San Francisco earthquake, the Rodney King trial, OJ Simpson trial and the 2000 presidential election Florida recount.  
McGregor is the recipient of numerous awards including JPL’s Explorer Award for Strategic Leadership in 2008. She went on to receive the NASA Honor Award for Social Media Development and the NASA Exceptional Achievement Medal in 2010. Again in 2010, Forbes.com listed her as one of the “20 Inspiring Women to Follow on Twitter.”
McGregor holds a B.A. in communication studies from the University of California, Los Angeles. 

The RNASA Space Communicator Award was created in 1997 in honor of KTRK, Houston Channel 13 space reporter and long-time RNASA Advisor Stephen Gauvain who was tragically killed in a car accident in 1996. The Award is presented to an individual or team that makes exceptional contributions to public understanding and appreciation of space exploration. Previous recipients include: William Harwood of CBS; Miles O’Brien, formerly of CNN; Elliot Pulham of the Space Foundation; the NASA-Contractor Communications team that responded to the Columbia accident; and Mark Carreau, formerly of the Houston Chronicle; and Neil deGrasse Tyson of the Hayden Planetarium at the American Museum of Natural History in New York City.
Ms. McGregor will receive her award at the RNASA annual black-tie gala to be held on Friday, April 26, 2013, at the Hyatt Regency Houston. Former United States Senator, Kay Bailey Hutchison, will receive the National Space Trophy at this event. Elliot Pulham will serve as Master of Ceremonies. PBS NewsHour Science Correspondent Miles O’Brien will present the Communicator Award to McGregor.
More information about the RNASA Foundation and the April 26th program is available on the website: http://www.rnasa.org. Corporate tickets can be obtained by contacting Bill Taylor at sales@rnasa.org. 
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